
Chapter 2: Revelation 
and Faith



SCRIPTURE READING: EPHESIANS 1:3-10

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has 
blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly 
places, even as he chose us in him before the foundation of the 
world, that we should be holy and blameless before him. He 
destined us in love to be his sons through Jesus Christ, 
according to the purpose of his will, to the praise of his glorious 
grace which he freely bestowed on us in the Beloved. In him we 
have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our 
trespasses, according to the riches of his grace which he 
lavished upon us. For he has made known to us in all wisdom 
and insight the mystery of his will, according to his purpose 
which he set forth in Christ as a plan for the fulness of time, to 
unite all things in him, things in heaven and things on earth.



CHAPTER 2: REVELATION AND FAITH 

Supernatural faith is a gift from God 
that allows us to know God personally 

and believe in his revelation.

Revelation is God’s self-disclosure by 
which he shares his life with us in 

Christ.

God reveals himself through the 
prophetic writings of the Old Testament

and the apostolic writings of the New 
Testament.

While God is the principal author of 
Scripture, at the same time, human 

authors were inspired to write in the 
literary forms of their respective times 

and places. 

The Scriptures should be read within 
the context of the apostolic traditions 

and the Tradition of the Catholic 
Church, which assures a faithful and 

consistent reading down through time.

The Catholic Church is subordinate to 
Scripture but has the authority to 

define without error what is revealed in 
Scripture. This solemn function pertains 

to the Catholic Bishops who exercise 
the Magisterium, or teaching office, of 
the Catholic Church, under the Bishop 

of Rome, the Pope. 

Key points from video 



FROM THE CATECHISM 

God, who "dwells in unapproachable light", 
wants to communicate his own divine life to 
the men he freely created, in order to adopt 
them as his sons in his only-begotten Son. By 
revealing himself God wishes to make them 
capable of responding to him, and of 
knowing him and of loving him far beyond 
their own natural capacity. – CCC 52



CHAPTER 2: DISCUSSION QUESTIONS AND LIFE 
APPLICATION QUESTIONS 

Discussion Questions

• 1. Is it reasonable to be open to divine revelation? What 
does it offer us that natural knowledge of God does not 
provide? 

• 2. What does it mean to say that faith is a supernatural 
gift received into the human mind?

• 3. What does it mean to say that Scripture is inspired? 
Why is it important that the human authors of Scripture 
are true authors? 

• 4. Why are Tradition and the Magisterium of the Church 
essential to the right interpretation of Scripture?

Life Application Questions 

• 1. How have you come to faith in Christ, his reality and 
presence? Are you aware of his living personal presence? 
How can we allow this sense to grow in us?

• 2. What role does Scripture play in your life, and what 
authority does it have?

• 3. Why are the Church and her teaching important for you 
understanding of who God is?



CHAPTER 2: 
KEY TERMS

Key Terms
• Supernatural faith: Supernatural faith is a gift from God that allows 

us to know God personally and believe in his revelation.
• Revelation: The manifestation of God in Christ by which he teaches 

us who he truly is and communicates to us a participation in his own 
life so that we might live in communion with him. 

• Reasons of Credibility: Signs God has given to human reason to 
demonstrate that the teaching of the Catholic faith comes from God 
(Christ’s resurrection, other miracles, the witness of the saint’s lives, 
the longevity and continuity of the Church, etc.). 

• Divine Inspiration: The grace by which the Holy Spirit enlightened 
human authors of Scripture so that they would commit to writing 
those truths that God intended to reveal to the human race.

• Tradition: The apostolic and post-apostolic customs, sacramental 
practices, and doctrines of the Church that provide a living society in 
which the truth of God is transmitted and the Faith is practiced over 
the centuries. 

• Magisterium: The teaching office of the Catholics bishops in 
communion with the Pope, the successor of Peter, who safeguards 
the communion of the whole Church. 



CLOSING SCRIPTURE 
1 TIMOTHY 6:14-16

I charge you to keep the commandment unstained and free from reproach until 
the appearing of our Lord Jesus Christ; and this will be made manifest at the 
proper time by the blessed and only Sovereign, the King of kings and Lord of 

lords, who alone has immortality and dwells in unapproachable light, whom no 
man has ever seen or can see. To him be honor and eternal dominion. Amen.


